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Freehold Borough School District 
 

District Mission 
We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as knowledgeable, skillful, and 
confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a changing world. 

 
Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 
• All people have inherent worth. 
• Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 
• The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 
• Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 
• All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 
• Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 
• Being trustworthy builds trust. 
• Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 
• A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to flourish 

 
Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  Believing that 
our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the New Jersey state standards and current 
statewide assessments.  Our scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of 
objectives embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, and 
acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies for performance are 
differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion 
balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts literacy skills are integrated with other content 
areas.  Our curriculum contains common expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who 
are most proximal to the children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum document, our staff 
will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop purposeful and effective formative and 
summative assessments which measure growth of our curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will 
continuously seek to grow professionally through professional development, which is aligned to statewide 
regulations, but specifically geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 
• Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing current research-

based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 
• Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our teachers will have 

flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 
• Units and lessons will be differentiated  
• Curriculum is focused on student success and balances developmental theory and psychometric 

standards 
• Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student and curricular 

growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to student need. 
 
 
 



Freehold Borough Schools 
 

Grade K - Writing Curriculum Pacing Guide 

Unit Number and Name Unit Description Timeline 

Unit 1 – Launching 
Writer’s Workshop: 
How Writers Work 

At the beginning of Kindergarten, a focus of writing workshop is 
placed on nurturing young writers. Actively engaging students in 
writing workshop allows them to think about how writers work 
and what writers do so that they can emulate this process. As they 
begin to understand what writers do, they will also begin to 
develop writing identities and experience how writers feel when 
they write. This unit will introduce students to the writers 
workshop model, the writing process, and getting to know why 
writers write in the way they do.  
 
Grammar Lesson Connections: 

• Text Layout: 
 Lesson 1- Every Word Has Its Place 
 Lesson 2- The Spaces Between Words 

• Capitalization: 
 Lesson 1- Let’s Take A Look 
 Lesson 2- Being First Is Important 
 Lesson 3- “I” Stands Tall 
 Lesson 4- Let’s Hunt for Capitals 
 Lesson 5- Days and Months are Important, Too! 

6-8 Weeks  

Unit 2 – Narrative: 
Personal Narrative 

This unit of study focuses on teaching kindergarteners how to 
communicate the stories of their lives, both orally and in pictures 
and in words. Through reading and discussing mentor texts, you 
and your students will explore what personal narratives writers 
write about, how they choose a topic that matters, select words 
that create images, draw detailed illustrations, and use narrative 
structures that organize their text.  
 
Grammar Lesson Connections: 

• Punctuation: 
 Lesson 1- What Do We Notice About the End of a 

Sentence?  
 Lesson 2- Notice and Name End Marks  
 Lesson 3- Let’s Think about Punctuation  

• Parts of Speech: 
 Lesson 1- Looking for nouns 
 Lesson 2- Naming Words are Called Nouns 
 Lesson 3- Name My Noun 
 Lesson 4- Words Paint a Picture in Your Mind 

6-8 Weeks  

Unit 3 – Informational: 
How-To Writing 

In this unit, the mentor texts/books that are chosen are explanatory 
and informational by nature, they interpret the genre in creative 
and imaginative ways selected to delight and stimulate your 
students’ imaginations. Throughout your journey of these texts, 
various authors will be highlighting how to use drawings, 
dictating, and writing through large, vibrant illustrations with only 
a few bold words to provide a visual bridge to writing concepts for 
emergent writers and readers.  
 

6-8 Weeks  



Grammar Lesson Connections: 
• Parts of Speech continued… 
 Lesson 5- Your Attention, Please 
 Lesson 6- Verbs Convey Action 
 Lesson 7- Tense Makes a Difference 
 Lesson 8- The Past, the Present, and the Future 

• Sentence Structure: 
 Lesson 1: Interesting Words Help Make Interesting 

Sentences! 
 Lesson 2: Frequently Occurring Prepositions 

 
  



Grade K Curriculum Map 
Unit Name: Unit 1 – How Writers Work Timeline: 6-8 weeks  

 
Standards 

Writing Language Speaking and Listening 

• W.K.1 
• W.K.2 
• W.K.3 
• W.K.5 
• W.K.6 
• W.K.7 
• W.K.8 

• L.K.1 
• L.K.2 
• L.K.4 
• L.K.5 
• L.K.6 

• SL.K.1 
• SL.K.2 
• SL.K.3 
• SL.K.4 
• SL.K.5 
• SL.K.6 

 
District Desired Results 

Unit Overview 
At the beginning of Kindergarten, a focus of writing workshop is placed on nurturing your young writers. 
Actively engaging students in writing workshop allows them to think about how writers work and what 
writers do so that they can emulate this process. As they begin to understand what writers do, they will also 
begin to develop writing identities and experience how writers feel when they write. This unit will introduce 
your students to the writers workshop model, the writing process, and to getting to know why writers write in 
the way they do.  
Enduring Understanding 

● Good writers develop their own writing 
identity. 

● Developing a well-balanced workshop model 
promotes strong writers within the classroom.  

Essential Questions 
● What do good writers do? 
● How does a writing community promote 

strong writers? 

Content 
Guidelines of Writer’s Workshop 
How to care for tools needed for Workshop 
How to use tools/supplies for Workshop 
Visualizing 
How to generate idea 

● Favorite Thing To Do 
● Special Memories 
● Engage students in emotions about memories 

How to draft a story  
● What is included within a story  

○ One idea 
○ Words (what people are 

saying/doing/how they feel) 
○ Stories must have details 

● Using Pictures to Tell a Story  
How to Revise/Edit 

● How to use a revision checklist 
○ I need to add more color 
○ I need to use more details 
○ I need to look at the size of my figures 
○ I need to look at the shapes I used 
○ Can my teacher/peer understand my 

Skills – Standards Aligned and Critical Thinking 
● listens to and discusses shared mentor texts 
● works with partner cooperatively, listens carefully, 

and shares relevant information 
● follows directions, routines, and writing workshop 

procedures 
● handles writing workshop tools with care 
● exhibits on-task behaviors during class discussions, 

independent writing, and sharing 
● makes and writes about personal connections to 

books, read alouds, and uses illustrative techniques 
observed in the mentor texts 

● thinks about what he or she knows to generate 
writing and drawing ideas 

● uses and writes and/or draws his or her own special 
memories as a source of inspiration 

● discusses what he or she loves to do and the stories 
that can be told about those activities 

● reflects on and rereads his or her work to select an 
idea to stick with and publish 

● rereads his or her drafts to see what changes he or 
she would like to make 

● considers his or her audience and partner’s feedback 
to determine if revisions need to be made in order 



idea 
○ Upper/LowerCase Letters 

● How to Publish Work 
○ Create a final copy 
○ Meaningful title 
○ Illustrations 
○ Proper Layout  

■ Author’s Name 
■ Types of Print/Size 
■ Organized (Proper Spacing) 

for the story to make sense 
● learns about and understands the editing process in 

order to check his or her writing for correct 
uppercase/lowercase letters 

● creates a cover that represents the thoughts and 
ideas in her or her story and is inviting to readers 

● reflects on the writing he or she has done and its 
meaning as part of his or her growth as a writer 

Vocabulary/Key Terms 
• Refer to pages 4-5 of Launching Writer’s 

Workshop: How Writers Work  

Modifications: Support and Enrichment 
● IEPs and 504 Students: (These are just 

suggested ideas to modify instruction.  All 
modifications and accommodations should be 
specific to each individual child’s IEP.)  reduce / 
revise assignments and assessments as per IEP; 
provide individual and small group help;  notes 
and study guides;  provide background knowledge 

● Gifted and Talented Students: provide 
additional enrichment activity involving 
demonstrating knowledge;  deeper research to to 
answer a higher level question; or complimentary 
assignment 

● ELL Students: use consistent, simplified 
language; provide bilingual partner when 
appropriate;  provide cooperative learning 
opportunities;  use modeling;  use visual aids and 
manipulatives 

● Struggling Students:  provide less distracting 
seating if possible; frequent check-ins by teacher; 
study guides; notes 

 
Teacher Learning Plan 

Weekly Learning Plan/Diary Map 
Week 1: Immersion: Lesson 1 & 2-  I am a Writer!/ Writers Share Information Students will discover 
that writers write stories “only they can tell” and that there is a writer inside all of us.  Students will learn 
how writers ask questions to learn more about their topics and tell about the things they know and learn.  
 
Week 2: Immersion: Lesson 3 & 4- Making Connections/ Writers Are Storytellers Students will learn 
that writers often show how small things can turn into big emotions and how this engages and helps them 
connect with their readers. Students will discover that writers celebrate their life experiences through the 
stories they tell.   
 
Week 3 Immersion: Lesson 5 Picture Writer- Students will learn how illustrators, like Tomie dePaola, tell 
stories with detailed pictures. 
 
Week 4 Mini-Lessons: Generating Ideas Write What You Know & Writers Remember- Writers think 
about how they know and want to share with  their readers before they begin writing or drawing. Students 
will think and talk about what they know to generate writing and drawing ideas..  
 
Week 5 Mini Lessons: Generating Idea/Selecting Your Favorite Thing To Do & Which Idea Do I Want 



to Publish?  Writers are often inspired by their passions. Students will discuss what they love to do and the 
stories they can tell about them. Writers have ways of deciding which ideas to publish. Students will reflect 
on and reread their work to decide which idea they want to stick with and publish.  
 
Week 6- Drafting: Let’s Look and See - Writers reread their work to decide what they need to change or 
add to their drawings so readers will understand their stories. Students will go back to their drafts and 
reread what they have done so far to see what changes they would like to make.  
 
Week 7- Editing/Revising- Am I Done Yet? & Uppercase/Lowercase Letters- Writers have their 
audiences in mind when revising their pieces. Students will share their stories with partners in order to 
determine if they need to add more or take away something in order for their stories to make sense. Writers 
will use the conventions of standard English capitalization to make their writing easy to read and 
understand. Students will begin to learn about the editing process as they check their writing for correct 
uppercase and lowercase letters.  
 
Week 8- Publishing/Celebrating- What is Included on a Cover? & Self Reflection- Writers consider how 
their final pieces will look in order to make them attractive to readers. Students will create covers for their 
writing to make their pieces more inviting. Reflective practices help us learn and grow as a writer. A self-
reflection instrument will help students reflect on and understand how they have evolved as writers over 
time.  

 
 

Assessment Plan 
Assessments to Measure Student’s Understanding 

Formal Assessments: 
● Benchmark Assessments 
● F&Ps 
● Unit Tests/Writing Pieces 
● Quizzes 
● Exit Tickets Projects  
 
Informal Assessments:  

● Observations 
● Anecdotal Notes 
● Participations 
● Writer’s Journal 
● Graphic Organizers  

 
Instructional Resources 

Teacher Resources 
● Core Program: Schoolwide Fundamentals: Writing: Launching – How Writers Work, Grammar Unit 
● Supplemental Program: iReady, NewsELA, Guided Reading Books (Scholastics),  
● Additional and Alternative Materials and Resources: Teacher Tube (https://www.teachertube.com/); 

Brainpop Jr  
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 21st Century Life and Careers Technology Standards 
● Math (sequencing, 

directionality, positional 
words).  

● Language Arts (grammar, 
reading literature, speaking and 
listening skills)  

● CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee.  

● CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills.  

● CRP3. Attend to personal health 

8.1 Educational Technology: All 
students will use digital tools to 
access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order 
to solve problems individually 
and collaborate and to create and 

https://www.teachertube.com/


and financial well-being.  

● CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with reason.  

● CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions.  

● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 
and innovation.  

● CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  

● CRP8. Utilize critical thinking 
to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  

● CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 
leadership and effective 
management.  

● CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to personal 
goals.  

● CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity.  

● CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural 
global competence 

communicate knowledge 

8.2 All students will develop an 
understanding of the nature and 
impact of technology, 
engineering, technological 
design, computational thinking 
and the designed world as they 
relate to the individual, global 
society, and the environment. 

 



Grade K Curriculum Map 
Unit Name: Unit 2 – Narrative: Personal Narrative Timeline: 6-8 weeks  

 
Standards 

Writing Language Speaking and Listening 
● W.K.1 
● W.K.3 
● W.K.5 
● W.K.6 
● W.K.7 
● W.K.8 

● L.K.1 
● L.K.2 
● L.K.4 
● L.K.5 
● L.K.6 

● SL.K.1 
● SL.K.2 
● SL.K.3 
● SL.K.4 
● SL.K.5 
● SL.K.6 

 
District Desired Results 

Unit Overview 
This unit of study focuses on teaching kindergarteners how to communicate the stories of their lives, both 
orally and in pictures and in words. Through reading and discussing mentor texts, you and your students will 
explore what personal narratives writers write about, how they choose a topic that matters, select words that 
create images, draw detailed illustrations, and use narrative structures that organize their text.  
 
Enduring Understanding 

● Writers use strategies to construct meaning 
behind their new pieces they publish.  

● Writers use the writing process to help them 
understand and reflect upon the important 
components of a Personal Narrative.  

Essential Questions 
● How can the connections I make to a text, influence 

my personal narrative? 
● How can I use what I am reading to help me apply 

those writing process skills to a new piece?  

Content 
What is a personal narrative 

● Uses first person 
● Tells about personal experiences, real events, 

people or places 
● Stories that are told in sequential order. 

(Beginning, Middle, End) 
● Stories filled with emotions or feelings 
● Stories that include details and descriptions 

about what happened and where it happened 
● Stories that often include detailed illustrations 

that show who, what, where, when, why, 
how.  

● Stories that often use dialogue and/or speech 
bubbles 

● Stories told in first person (I, me, or my) 
Visualizing 
How to generate idea 

● My keepsake is..Why is it special 
● Memorable Moments 
● Embed Feeling Words  

○ Excited, happy, proud, brave, mad, 
upset, angry, confused, shocked  

● Places I explore or had a memory at 

Skills – Standards Aligned and Critical Thinking 
●  thinks about and discusses an author’s process, 

from considering what story to tell to deciding how 
it will be told 

● discusses the sequence of events, details and 
emotions that a story or event evokes 

● understands that some personal stories tell about 
many events or experiences that have a common 
thread, such as a special person 

● listens to and observes how writers bring out their 
characters’ voices and traits through dialogue, 
descriptions and illustrations 

● thinks closely about the choices of words one author 
made and its effect on the story 

● thinks about the family stories he or she has often 
heard and family keepsakes to inspire ideas for 
writing 

● thinks about his or her daily experiences and feeling 
as inspirations for narrative writing 

● discusses how stories often come from writers’ 
personal experiences and observations of places 
they love to explore or visit 

● examines big ideas and the many stories inside them  
● considers purpose, audience, and commitment to his 

or her idea when deciding what to develop and 



● Add sensory descriptions 
● Find a Focus… Broad topic to narrow 

○ Example School is Broad… Narrow is 
Art Class 

How to draft a story  
● Plan it Out with Pictures and Words to 

Organize Idea 
● Sequence (First, Next, Then, Last) 

How to Revise/Edit 
● How to use a revision checklist 

○ Did I get to the Point 
○ Was my idea clear 
○ How can I make my writing better 
○ Notice Punctuation  

■ Period 
■ Exclamation Mark 
■ Question Mark  

○ Capital Letters  
○ Space between words 

● How to Publish Work 
○ Clear Title and Name of Author 
○ Cover Illustration 
○ Dedication 
○ About the Author Blurb 
○ Back Cover Design  

publish  
● tries to snapshot text structure as a way to organize 

his or her own writing 
● recognizes how stories can focus on one event, told 

in sequential order, and tries this story structure 
with his or her own ideas 

● practices strategies for rereading his or her own 
writing 

● reread a mentor text to study the author’s craft 
before naming and using these techniques to 
enhance his or her own writing 

● discusses the reasons why writers choose certain 
punctuation marks over others 

● focus on editing writing to include exclamation 
points and question marks  

● considers the finishing touches he or she desires for 
the published piece and completes a checklist to 
ensure its inclusion 

● reflects on the writing he or she has done and its 
meaning as part of his or her growth as a writer  

Vocabulary/Key Terms 
Refer to pages 4-6 of Launching Writer’s 
Workshop: How Writers Work  

Modifications: Support and Enrichment 
● IEPs and 504 Students: (These are just 

suggested ideas to modify instruction.  All 
modifications and accommodations should be 
specific to each individual child’s IEP.)  reduce / 
revise assignments and assessments as per IEP; 
provide individual and small group help;  notes 
and study guides;  provide background knowledge 

● Gifted and Talented Students: provide 
additional enrichment activity involving 
demonstrating knowledge;  deeper research to to 
answer a higher level question; or complimentary 
assignment 

● ELL Students: use consistent, simplified 
language; provide bilingual partner when 
appropriate;  provide cooperative learning 
opportunities;  use modeling;  use visual aids and 
manipulatives 

● Struggling Students:  provide less distracting 
seating if possible; frequent check-ins by teacher; 
study guides; notes 

 
 
 



Teacher Learning Plan 
Weekly Learning Plan/Diary Map 
● Provide a narrative (1-2 sentences) that states what will be covered for the week… 

Week 1- Immersion: Real Experience, One Thrilling Event & Real People-  Students will think about and 
discuss the author’s process, from considering what story to tell to do deciding how it will be told. Students 
will discuss the sequence of events, details, and emotions particular stories evoke. Students will hear how 
some personal stories tell about many events or experiences that have a common thread- specifically a 
special person.  
 
Week 2- Immersion: Writers Remember, Writers Love Language & Generating Ideas- Tell Me a Story - 
Students will listen and observe how writers bring out their characters’ voices and traits through dialogue, 
descriptions, and illustrations. Students will think closely about the author’s choice of words and their 
effect on the story and the readers. Students will think about the family stories they often hear and family 
keepsakes they hold dear to inspire ideas for writing.  
 
Week 3- Generating Ideas- Memorable Moments Evoke Emotion, Places That Stories Come From, & Big 
Ideas- Students will think about their daily experiences and feelings as inspiration for narrative writing. 
Students will discuss how stories often come from their personal experiences and observations of places 
they love to explore or visit. Students will examine big ideas and the many stories inside them.  
 
Week 4-  Selecting: Decide What to Stick With, Drafting Organization-Snapshot & Organization- One 
Event- Students will consider purpose and audience as the reread their writing they have in their Writing 
Folders. Students will try a common text structure as  a way to organize their writing. Students will 
recognize how stories can focus on one event, told in sequential order, and will try this story structure with 
their own ideas.  
 
Week 5- Revising- Reread- Do you Get the Point?, Models of Good Writing, & Tell Me More- Students 
will practice strategies for rereading their writing. Students will reread a mentor text to study author’s craft. 
They will name and use these techniques to enhance their personal narratives. Students will reread their 
draft and decide on places where they can add these slowed-down moments.  
 
Week 6- Editing- Notice Punctuations & Notice More Punctuation- Students will consider why certain 
punctuation marks were used, and reconsider their own punctuation choices and edit their drafts to ensure 
effective punctuation was used appropriately.  
 
Week 7- Publishing- Check for Finishing Touches/ Self Reflection- Students will consider their final 
touches they desire for their published pieces and will complete a checklist to ensure their inclusion. 
Students will also, fill out a self reflection questionnaire as they look back through the unit of study.  

 
Assessment Plan 

Assessments to Measure Student’s Understanding 
Formal Assessments: 
● Benchmark Assessments 
● F&Ps 
● Unit Tests/Writing Pieces 
● Quizzes 
● Exit Tickets Projects  
Informal Assessments:  
● Observations 
● Anecdotal Notes 
● Participations 
● Writer’s Journal 
● Graphic Organizers  



 
Instructional Resources 

Teacher Resources 
● Core Program: Schoolwide Fundamentals: Writing: Launching – Narrative: Personal Narrative, Grammar 

Unit 
● Supplemental Program: iReady, NewsELA, Guided Reading Books (Scholastics),  
● Additional and Alternative Materials and Resources: Teacher Tube (https://www.teachertube.com/) 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 21st Century Life and Careers Technology Standards 
Math (sequence, time order words)  

Language Arts (grammar, reading 
literature, speaking/listening skills) 

 

● CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee.  

● CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills.  

● CRP3. Attend to personal health 
and financial well-being.  

● CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with reason.  

● CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions.  

● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 
and innovation.  

● CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  

● CRP8. Utilize critical thinking 
to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  

● CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 
leadership and effective 
management.  

● CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to personal 
goals.  

● CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity.  

● CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural 
global competence 

8.1 Educational Technology: All 
students will use digital tools to 
access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order 
to solve problems individually 
and collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge 

8.2 All students will develop an 
understanding of the nature and 
impact of technology, 
engineering, technological 
design, computational thinking 
and the designed world as they 
relate to the individual, global 
society, and the environment. 

 

  

https://www.teachertube.com/


Grade K Curriculum Map 
Unit Name: Unit 3 – Informational: How-To Writing Timeline: 6-8 weeks  

 
Standards 

Writing Language Speaking and Listening 
● W.K.1 
● W.K.2 
● W.K.3 
● W.K.5 
● W.K.6 
● W.K.7 
● W.K.8 

● L.K.1 
● L.K.2 
● L.K.4 
● L.K.5 
● L.K.6 

● SL.K.1 
● SL.K.2 
● SL.K.3 
● SL.K.4 
● SL.K.5 
● SL.K.6 

 
District Desired Results 

Unit Overview 
In this unit, the mentor texts/books that are chosen are explanatory and informational by nature, they interpret 
the genre in creative and imaginative ways selected to delight and stimulate your students’ imaginations. 
Throughout your journey of these texts, various authors will be highlighting how to use drawings, dictating, 
and writing through large, vibrant illustrations with only a few bold words to provide a visual bridge to 
writing concepts for emergent writers and readers.  
Enduring Understanding 

● Understanding texts and their structure will 
facilitate the writer’s ability to create and 
publish an original piece.   

Essential Questions 
● How does understanding nonfiction texts and 

their structure help me become a better writer? 
 

Content 
What is How-To Writing  

● Procedural Writing: texts that explain how to 
use something or how something works 

● texts that instructs how to do something 
● texts concerned with successful behaviors 

Features 
● intended to teacher readers 
● sequential order 
● writer talks directly to reader 
● photographs, pictures, diagrams are used to 

provide a clear visual 
● lists are sometimes used for materials or 

ingredients 
● labels and captions 
● numbers  
● transition words (First, next, then…) 

How to generate idea 
● Things I know how to do 
● Things I love to do 
● What Can I Teach? 

Drafting: 
● Material List (Things you will need) 

○ Draw/Words 
○ Draw in Sequential Order 

Skills – Standards Aligned and Critical Thinking 
● Collaboratively discusses and creates an initial 

list of features of how-to writing 
● Studies the instructional nature of how-to 

writing and how writers use personal 
experiences to generate ideas 

● Connects writers’ topics to their purposes and 
considers topics that he or she loves 

● Considers the importance of drawings to 
support meaning and clarify readers’ 
understanding of steps and instructions in 
procedural writing 

● Considers the features and components of a 
common form of how-to writing- the recipe 

● Generate ideas about the topic and activities 
on which they are experts 

● Writes and draws topics or subjects they care 
about 

● Thinks about the specific audience to whom 
they wish to direct their own how- to piece 

● Considers how writers get inspired and uses 
one or more methods to generate ideas 

● Writes and draws about seasonal activities he 
or she enjoys and knows how to do 

● Reviews and chooses a topic to develop into a 
how-to piece  



○ Write In Sequential Order 
■ Use Transition Words 

How to Revise/Edit 
● How to create a hook  
● How does a nonfiction text end 
● How to use a revision checklist 

○ Capital letters (beginning of the 
sentence, names, places) 

○ Punctuation marks 
○ Space between words 
○ uppercase/lowercase letters correctly 
○ Action Verbs 
○ Check Number Words 

● How to Publish Work 
○ Create a final copy 
○ Dedication Page  

● Writes and draws a materials list for a how-to 
writing 

● Creates drawings in order and numbers steps 
in a how-to process 

● Develops sequential captions or written 
explanations of illustrated and numbered steps 

● Identifies how labels and captions are used in 
the unit literature and then creates an 
illustration with labels and captions 

● Identifies strong verbs and uses more active 
verbs in his or her writing 

● Considers and corrects end punctuation 
● Checks the order of numbers and the spelling 

of transition words 
● Dedicates and decorates a finished piece of 

writing 
● Reflects on the writing he or she has done and 

its meaning as part of his or her growth as a 
writer 

Vocabulary/Key Terms 
Refer to pages 4-7 of Launching Writer’s 
Workshop: How Writers Work  

Modifications: Support and Enrichment 
● IEPs and 504 Students: (These are just 

suggested ideas to modify instruction.  All 
modifications and accommodations should be 
specific to each individual child’s IEP.)  reduce / 
revise assignments and assessments as per IEP; 
provide individual and small group help;  notes 
and study guides;  provide background knowledge 

● Gifted and Talented Students: provide 
additional enrichment activity involving 
demonstrating knowledge;  deeper research to to 
answer a higher level question; or complimentary 
assignment 

● ELL Students: use consistent, simplified 
language; provide bilingual partner when 
appropriate;  provide cooperative learning 
opportunities;  use modeling;  use visual aids and 
manipulatives 

● Struggling Students:  provide less distracting 
seating if possible; frequent check-ins by teacher; 
study guides; notes 

 
Teacher Learning Plan 

Weekly Learning Plan/Diary Map 
● Provide a narrative (1-2 sentences) that states what will be covered for the week… 

Week 1- Immersion: What is How-To Writing?, Be An Expert at How-To Writing, & How-To Writers 
Share What They Care About- Students will create a list of How-To features. Students will focus on 
various texts to recall information from personal experiences. Students will create How-To writing about 
subjects they love.  
Week 2- Immersion: Using Pictures in How-To Writing, How to Write a How-To, Generating Ideas: You 
are an Expert 
Students will consider the importance of drawing as it helps support meaning and clarity. Students will 



examine the features and components of a common form of how-to writing, a recipe. Students will explore 
topics in which they are experts and what topics they could supply some information about.  
Week 3- Generating Ideas: Share What You Care About, Talk Readers Through Your How-To, Do What 
Other How-To Writers Do 
Students will consider topics they care about. Students will think about a specific audience to whom they 
wish to direct their writing to. Students will consider how writers get inspired and will use strategies to 
generate ideas.  
Week 4- Generating Ideas- Celebrate the Seasons, Selecting: Love It or Leave It 
Students will explore the seasonal activities they enjoy and know how to do. Students will review their 
ideas, and select a topic to move through the writing process with.  
Week 5- Drafting: Begin with a Materials List, Order and Number Using Pictures, Order and Number 
Using Words 
Students will create a material list to aid the readers with their how-to writings. Students will create 
drawing that illustrate the sequence of their how-to piece. Students will use written descriptions to 
accompany and explain any pictures they created.  
Week 6- Revising: Labels and Captions, Review Your Verbs  
Students will identify how labels and captions are used and will apply this strategy to their own piece. 
Students will identify strong verbs and use more action verbs in their own writing.  
Week 7- Editing: Sentence Enders Say A lot, Checks Numbers and Transitions 
Students will examine their own punctuation choices. Students will check the spelling and format of such 
ordinals in their own writing.  
Week 8- Publishing- Dedicate Your How-To, Self Reflection 
Students will dedicate their writing to those that have been instrumental in their enjoyment of their How-
To. Students will conduct a self-reflection assessment.  
 

 
Assessment Plan 

Assessments to Measure Student’s Understanding 
Formal Assessments: 
● Benchmark Assessments 
● F&Ps 
● Unit Tests/Writing Pieces 
● Quizzes 
● Exit Tickets Projects  
 
Informal Assessments:  
● Observations 
● Anecdotal Notes 
● Participations 
● Writer’s Journal 
● Graphic Organizers  

 
Instructional Resources 

Teacher Resources 
● Core Program: Schoolwide Fundamentals: Writing: Informational: How-To Writing, Grammar Unit 
● Supplemental Program: iReady, NewsELA, Guided Reading Books (Scholastics),  
● Additional and Alternative Materials and Resources: Teacher Tube (https://www.teachertube.com/) 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 21st Century Life and Careers Technology Standards 
Math (sequence, number words) 

Science/Social Studies (nonfiction 

● CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee.  

● CRP2. Apply appropriate 

8.1 Educational Technology: All 
students will use digital tools to 
access, manage, evaluate, and 

https://www.teachertube.com/


texts) 

Language Arts (grammar, reading 
literature. speaking and listening) 

academic and technical skills.  

● CRP3. Attend to personal health 
and financial well-being.  

● CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with reason.  

● CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions.  

● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 
and innovation.  

● CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  

● CRP8. Utilize critical thinking 
to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  

● CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 
leadership and effective 
management.  

● CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to personal 
goals.  

● CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity.  

● CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural 
global competence 

synthesize information in order 
to solve problems individually 
and collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge 

8.2 All students will develop an 
understanding of the nature and 
impact of technology, 
engineering, technological 
design, computational thinking 
and the designed world as they 
relate to the individual, global 
society, and the environment. 

 


